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Beef Production on Bahiagrass 

Photo credit: Clemson Univ.

ADG Gain 
Stocking 

Rate 
Grazing 

Time 
(lbs/hd/d) (lb/acre) (hd/acre) (days) 

Pensacola (bahia) 0.95 222 1.5 131 
Coastal 1.08 331 2.5 131 
Coastcross I 1.50 469 2.5 131 

Tifton 78 1.43 704 3.2 169 
Tifton 85 1.47 1032 4.4 169 

(top) Utley et al., 1974. J. Anim. Sci. 38:490-495. 
(bottom) Hill et al., 1993. J. Anim. Sci. 71:3219-3225.
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•! Common (seeded) 

•! Hybrids (sprigged) 
!! Tifton (USDA-ARS & UGA)

•! Varieties differ in quality 

•! Varieties differ in yield 

•! Vigor 

•! Coarseness & drying rate 

Bermudagrass
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Establishing Bahiagrass 

Best management practices 

1) Well-prepared seed bed – 8-10 lbs of seed/A 
"! Only to be used if soil erosion potential is minimal 
"! Early #()1,#$)&/+'%-)(prep earlier) 

-! *'+9)&('1);'#D)0>1#'/,0N$+),%3)/1,%#)O@)(+)GU)

2) No-till drill into killed residue – aR\aY)1A&)(J)&$$3f7)
"! !,+1?)#()1,#$)&/+'%-)

.1'3$)2(>+#$&?)(J)@+S)@$%%'&)C,%0(0N)
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Bahiagrass Fertilization 

•! Soil test and use recommended P & K fertility 
and lime application rates 

•! Apply 35-50 lbs of N/acre at emergence 
•! 7%(#D$+)TR\ZT)1A&)(J)Xf,0+$)'%)$,+1?)#()9'3\

&>99$+)O,'3&)-+(;\'%U)

•! 7//1?)aRR\YRRj)1A&)(J)Xf,0+$)'%)&$0(%3)?$,+)
•! * Use high rate only for very intensive grazing  

  mgmt or hay production 
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