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A little perspective...

Sprigging stick designed to
push bermudagrass sprigs
Into the ground.

Two-row sprig planter develop
at the CPES by UGA’s James
Stephens.
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Dr. Glen Burton'
“Father” of forage &

turf bermudagrasses
(1910-2005)

S
ESTABLISHING THE TIFTON HYBRID BERMUDAGRASSE

Glenn W. Burton

udagrasses top the
list of forages that may be grown for hay or grazingé Pzipziiial

e
managed, they are more dependable and produce mor poznd of beef OF

For much of the South, the Tifton hybrid berm

product per acre at a lower cost per ton of hay or t
milk thag any forage I know. They contain more dry matter whigdcgnd
for hay (25 to 30%) and cure faster than other forages. Plan
managed properly, the hybrid bermudagrasses can become st
established and provide grazing or hay in the first season.
description of steps required for success follow:

A




1: %hoose an appropriate site for establishment.
—

- The soill must be well-drained.

- Choose site that Is as weed-free as
nossible.

- Preferably, site Is free of
permudagrass or bahiagrass.

- If either are present:
- Grow a summer crop for 1-2 seasons

- Chemical fallow (non-selective
herbicide 2-4 times during season)

- High rate of glyphosate in fall prior to
spring establishment.




IT Bermudagrass or
Bahiagrass Is Present...

e Use a smother crop for at
least one year.
= Pearl millet, sorghum x sudan
* RR soybeans

» |If replacing a bermudagrass @&
with a different bermudagrass =
variety, consider two years.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be successful with new varieties, pay attention to some establishment basics.


{2): Soil test and lime and fertilize accordingly.
—

- Ask for recommendations for “hybrid
bermudagrass hayfield” even if for a
pasture.

- Lime to a target of pH 6.5.
- Incorporate all recommended nutrients.

- Soll pH of 6.0-7.0 Iin winter before
planting or not a viable field.
- Immediately prior to planting:
- 50 Ibs N, 15 Ibs P,O, and 100 Ibs K,O/a
- Incorporate (no deeper than 2 inches)




Preparation Steps

1. Solil test and apply lime as
needed 12-24 months prior to
planting or sprigging.

2. Mow or tightly graze existing
vegetation at least 8 wks prior
to planting or sprigging.

3. Wait ~1-2 wks to allow
regrowth, then apply a non-
selective herbicide (e.g.,
glyphosate @ 2 gts/ac)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be successful with new varieties, pay attention to some establishment basics.


“Conventional Seedbed
Preparation Steps

4. Plow/disc/finish at least 4 wks
prior to planting or sprigging

5. Incorporate phosphorus,
potassium, and additional lime
(as recommended by soll test).

6. Allow time to settle or firm with
cultipacker/roller.

Dr. Dennis Hancock, Univ. of Georgia
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Presentation Notes
To be successful with new varieties, pay attention to some establishment basics.
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~ Dr. Dennis Hancock, Uniyﬁééorgia



3: Use the false or stale seedbed
0 preparation method.

- In the 4-6 weeks between tillage and
planting, weed seeds will germinate.

False seedbed prep:

- Kill the weeds by lightly tilling the soll
with a light drag or shallow disking,
then immediately firm with a roller.

- Downside: moisture loss
Stale seedbed prep:

- Kill the weeds with non-selective
herbicide, walit 1-7 days and plant.




Minimum Till (*No-tillI’) Options

B

e Acceptable for vegetative et
establishment (sprigging), E& ‘
but will leave the field very
rough.

e \Weed control?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be successful with new varieties, pay attention to some establishment basics.


4: 8hoose an establishment method and timing.
—

Three primary methods

1) Dormant sprigs — 40-70 bu of LS/acre
- Jan. to early Mar.
« Less desirable for Tifton 85

- Cover with at least 2” of soll to protect
sprigs from freezing

« 50%+ of dormant sprigs fail to emerge

- Fall prior: do not allow the nursery area
to be cut or grazed after Labor Day

« EXxcessive winter rainfall limits dormant
sprig survival

- Estimate sprig survival by grow-out and
adjust sprigging rate accordingly




4: 8hoose an establishment method and timing.
—

Three primary methods
2) Spring sprigs — 40-70 bu of LS/acre
- Spring (after last freeze) to early Aug.

- Early sprigging increases likelihood of
establishment by end of the first year

- Avoid planting before early April

« Sprigs should be vigorously growing
before digging.

- Stand development is directly
proportional to sprigging rate
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4: 8hoose an establishment method and timing.
—

Three primary methods

3) Tops/green stems — 60-100 bu/A
« June until early Aug.
- Tops need 6+ nodes on the stolons
« Fine-textured varieties: 10-12”
- Coarse-textured varieties: 18-24"

« Nursery area should receive: 100 Ibs N,
25 |bs P,O,, and 100 Ibs of K,O/acre in
late March to produce tops by June

« Not recommended for Tifton 44
- Usually not planted with sprig planter.
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Photo credit; Dr. Yoana Newman, Univ. of Florida
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5: Plant ONLY 1n moist soll.
.._!-»——{)

e Sprigs will die if they drop below

~50-55% moisture or If they heat
above 120°F for extended period.

o If soll Is dry, especially if hot, it will
draw moisture out of the sprigs even
after they have been planted.

* ldeal: planting on cool, cloudy day,
preferably with a misty rain or
Imminent rainfall.

 lrrigation before and after can add
flexibility, but do not over irrigate.

« ~1"/wk (0.5” x 2x/wk) for first 4 wks




6: Plant pure sprigs or tops.
« Recommended to buy only certified
planting material
« GA Crop Improvement Assoc. certified
(www.georgiacrop.com)
 If none available in your area, ask to
see the nursery field

« ‘Common’ contamination iIs common
complaint.

- Be proactive!



http://www.georgiacrop.com

7: Plant fresh sprigs or tops from
0 a well-fertilized nursery.

Recommended nursery protocol:

 |f dormant sprigs to be harvested

« 100 Ibs N, 25 Ibs P,O, and 100 Ibs
K,O/acre in Sept. prior to dig.

e |If spring sprigs to be harvested

« 100 Ibs N, 25 Ibs P,O, and 100 Ibs
K,O/acre at spring green up or within 6
weeks of digging or top harvest.

Vin O,
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Crown rhlzome and stolon S|ze are an

Indicator of CHO storage and vigor.

Crown and rhizomes should be 3/16 —
3/8” In diameter.

Stolons in sprigs should have 2-4+ nodes _§

and be 1/78 — 1/4”+ In diameter at nodes. N

Stolons as tops should have 6+ nodes and
e 1/8 — 1/4”+ In diameter at nodes.

Dormant and spring sprigs should be
olanted ASAP (at least <24 hr after digging).

Tops should be planted < 4 hr of cutting.

.

Dennis Hancoc k, UGA
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0 9: Spray to control weeds.

Aggressive sprigs planted at high rate
can usually out-compete weeds

If for turf or roadside, more flexible
herbicide options

Mowing (when 7-8” tall, mow to 37)

Diuron (e.g., Direx 4L @ 1-2.4 qt/a)

« Good control: crabgrass, crowfootgrass,
sandbur, goosegrass, and some broadleaf weeds

- Immediately after planting

« Sprigs must be 2-3” deep

-  Tifton 85 is very sensitive to diuron

2,4-D (2 gts/a) or 2,4-D + dicamba
(2-4 pts/a)

« Good control of broadleaf weeds

« No demonstrable pre-emergent activity




=90 10: Complete keys 5-9 on the same day.

- Ensures adequate soil moisture
« Maximizes sprig survival
« Minimizes weed problems
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Resources

ESTABLISHING BERMUDAGRASS FROM SPRIGS OR TOPS

Dennis W. Hancock, PhD
Forage Extension Spec
Crop and Soil

Hybrid bermuda
seek to es i
from veg

in 2015
established?

THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

STUDENTS ALUMNI DEPARTMENTS EXTENSION RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS TOPICS A-Z CALENDAR NEWS

dagrass

Who's available to sprig bermudagrass in Georgia?
This wepage provid of people, farms, or compani hat provide
sprigging services. Information herein was provided by the perso isted or their
Extension Agent. If a section is blank, the submissi r th ction was blank. The listing
of these persons or entities on this page does not imply endorsement by UGA Extension, Dr.
k, or the University of Georgia. This is merely a listing provided to help those who
or sprigging se es connect with those in their area who can perform that
e. If you would like to be added to this , please call (706-310 ) email Cathy

: Felton in our office from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
= Related Links

Counties
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