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Implement Comments 
Cutter-bar Styles  
 Sicklebar T Usually 10-20% less expense 

T Usually requires 30% less hp 
T Repairs are less expensive 

 Disk T Faster ground speed  
T Cuts through ant hills better  
T Maintenance time is usually much less 
T Better if crop is lodged 

Conditioner Option  

 Impeller T Best for fine-stemmed grasses (e.g., bermudagrass) 
T Usually saves ! - 1 day of drying 
T Causes high leaf loss when used on legumes (e.g., clovers, alfalfa, etc.) 

 Roller-crimper T Best for thicker-stemmed forages (e.g., alfalfa, pearl millet, etc.) 
T Usually saves ! - 1 day of drying, but not as helpful on fine-stemmed grass 
T Lower leaf loss when used on legumes (e.g., clovers, alfalfa, etc.) 

Hay Tedders   

 Many styles work well. 
Compare on the basis of: 
 

T Efficiency (e.g., acres/hour, hp requirements, fuel efficiency, etc.) 
T Ease of transport (Does it fold? How easily? Towable on the highway? etc.) 
T Rugged build (well-designed to prevent damage, low repair costs/down time) 

Hay Rakes  

 Parallel bar rake T Lowest dry matter (DM) losses 
T Usually ground-driven and slow 
T Can be used in tandem (two hooked together) 

 Rotary rakes T Smaller scale, PTO-driven 
T Sometimes are dual use (i.e., doubles as a tedder) 

 Wheel rakes T Operated at a higher speed (saves time and usually more fuel efficient) 
T Tend to leave more in the field; high DM losses 

Round Hay Balers  

 Variable-chambered 
balers 

T Belt-type balers 
T Size and density of the bale can be adjusted  
T Generally maintain a more uniformly dense bale 

 Fixed-chambered balers T Fixed bale dimensions with bales formed by interior rollers 
T Some equipped with forage chopper (aids bale processing/use in mixers) 

 Many styles work well. 
Compare on the basis of: 

T Efficiency (e.g., acres/hour, hp requirements, fuel efficiency, etc.) 
T Ability to net wrap (quicker bale binding in the field, lower storage losses) 
T Match bale size to size of equipment 
T Wider pick-up leaves less in the field 
T Bale density (major improvements have been made in the past few years) 

should be greater than 11 lbs/ft3 to reduce handling time and storage space. 
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