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2 7/2 acres of pure stand Alfagraze and
provide an average of 10 tons of alfalfa
dry matter per year over the entire 2 ll2
acres. If you purchase l0 tons of alfalfa
hay at $120/ton = $1200. Cost of estab-
lishing yout 2 ll2 acres of Alfagraze =
$475 and maintenance cost/year = $175.
This is a pret ty good return on your
investment if you can utilize the alfalfa
profitably as a protein/energy supplement
for your cattle.

Beef cows maintained on grass pas-
tures and some grass hay can intermit-
tently have access to graze the 2 | /2-
acre Alfagraze area during spring when
they are lactating and breeding. Hay can
be cut from the alfalfa in early summer
to use as a supplement during late winter
when cows are calving. In late summer
and early fall prior to weaning, calves
can be creep grazed on alfalfa. The key
to making the system work is using the
alfalfa pasture as a supplement when it is
most needed by the animals and when
grass pastures are not able to supply their
needs.

If you are interested, here are guide-
l ines for  gett ing started with th is
Alfagraze system:

Establishing Alfagraze:
L Select a well-drained area that is

near or within your grass pasture.
2. Prepare a good seedbed with a turn-

ing or chisel plow and disking.
3. Lime and fertilize according to soil

test recommendations for alfalta (pH 6.
5, high phosphorus and potassium, also
boron).

4. Apply a preemerge herbicide and
smooth the seedbed.

5. Seed at the correct time of year. ln
south Georgia (below Macon) plant in
the fal l  up to December 15. North of
Macon, plant befbre November I or dur-
ing March.

6. Plant Alfagraze seed (it is the only
tested grazing-tolerant variety available)
at 20 pounds/acre with a cultipack seed-
er. A grain drill can also be used if seed
are drilled at a shallow depth (ll4 to I/2
inch) after obtaining a firm seedbed with
a cultipacker or roller.

7. Each year, referti l ize and control
weed or insect pests such as alfalfa wee-
vil as needed.

Grazing Alfagraze:
l .  Enclose the Al fagraze area with

step-in electric fence and a gate opening.
2. Open gate and allow cows access

for limited periods of time during spring
calv ing and breeding season. Can be
grazed from late March if fall planted or
from July if spring seeded.

3. Before animals are turned on alfal-
fa the first t ime, be sure they have had
access to plenty of hay and are not hun-
gry. Feeding a bloat preventative (polox-
olene) just prior to grazing is good insur-
ance against bloat. Check cattle frequent-
ly for bloat during first days on alfalfa.

4.  Graze Al fagraze down to 2 to 3
inches. relnove animals.  and al low
regrowth fbr 20 to 25 days.

5. Repeat grazing cycle, or cut hay, or
creep graze calves in late summer. Your
option !

6.  Proper management of  your
Al fagraze stand should provide high
value grazing for 4 to 5 years.

Using Alfagraze all 'alfa pasture as a
supplernent to grass pastures offers an
opportunity to meet the nutrit ional needs
of the cow and calf during crit ical peri-
ods. If managed properly, it is an easy
system that should do the job at relative-
ly low cost. Results of research and pro-
ducer experience wil l help us better eval-
uate the potential of this system.

lfagraze, the grazing-tolerant alfal-
fa variety developed by Dr. Joe
Bouton at  the Universi ty of

Georgia, has made a big splash in the
Upper South and the Midwest where
farmers are planting it widely for dairy
and stocker beef pasture and even for
beef cows. In Georgia it has been largely
ignored. Alfagraze has demonstrated that
it holds up under grazing, unlike other
alfalfa varieties. Grazing studies we have
conducted with beef steers at the Central
Georgia Station, Eatonton, have resulted
in average dai ly gains of  over 2
pounds/day from late March to
September. This is great if you wish to
stocker cattle but what about beef cows
and calves?

Does Alfagraze alfalfa pasture have
any use for beef cows and calves in
Georgia? The normal th inking is that
alfalfa is too high quality stuff for beef
cows and calves and therefore a waste of
money. However.  in many inrportant
beef cattle states such as Nebraska, alfal-
fa is an impoftant part of their diet. This
suggests that  maybe we better take
another look at alfalfa.

Nutrient needs of a beef cow change
greatly over the year. At calving, nutrient
requirements of  beef cows increase
markedly for rebreeding and providing
milk for calves. Another period of great
need for high quality forage is in the last
several months before weaning of the
calf although nutrient needs of the cow
are relat ively low at  th is t ime.
Supplernentation of the cow and the calf
during these crit ical periods can boost
conception rates and weaning weights.
The key to success is targeting quality
forage for these animals at the right time.
Joe Bouton started asking me, "Why
can't alfalfa pasture or hay be used as a
supplement for limited periods of time in
cow-calf production?" The zrnswer is that
alfalfa can be used as a supplement. So,
we started discussing practical ways for
a beef cattle producer to use alfalfa.
Research and demonstrat ions on this
practice are underway at several loca-
tions in Georgia.

Let's do some simple calculations on
alfalfa costs. Start with one 50 pound bag
of Alfagraze alfalfa seed. This will plant

Calving Season
Emergencies

A videotape by Bill Glampit, D.V.M.

When and how to assist the cow during reproduc-
tive crises. Practical tips from a practicing veterinar-
ian and exper ienced catt leman on Calf  Del ivery
and Bovine Prolapse Repair. In the f.llld action
taoed as it occurred. Ten cases discussed. In color-
76 minutes.  $39.95. Texas residents add $2.70
sales tax. Send check or money order lo:

C-M Productions
P.O. Box 677, Bastrop, Texas 78602

or cal l  1-800-237-6874. VHS only.
Visa-Mastercard accepted
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