Bermudagrass Hay From
Seed-Planted Varieties

igh-yielding hybrid bermuda-
“grasses for hay production are

established vegetatively by planting
sprigs. This is an expensive venture with
the cost of sprigs and planting about $100
per acre, not counting land preparation,
fertilizer, and herbicide. In some northern
areas of Georgia, there are no custom
planters available. Thus, there has been
considerable interest in widely advertised
giant bermuda varieties which are planted
from seed. If they yield as well and stands
persist, then the lower cost of planting
would make them attractive alternatives to
sprig-planted bermudagrass hybrids.

In April 1994, we planted four seed-
type varieties and two sprig-planted
varieties in replicated trials at the
Northwest Branch Station at Calhoun, the
Plant Sciences Farm at Athens, and the
Central Georgia Branch Station at
Eatonton. Since no herbicide could be
used for the seed-planted varieties, none
was applied to the sprig-planted varieties
as well. Nitrogen was applied at the rate
of 60 Ib N/acre in April and after each
harvest. During the second year, har-
vesting was done at 4 to 5 week intervals.

Establishment problems

Although complete evaluation requires
three years, because of the interest in the
seedplanted varieties the data for the first
two years are presented. Normally, sprig-
planted  bermudagrass would be
established with an application of 0.6
Ib/acre of Zorial Rapid 80 herbicide in 10
gallons or more of water. Since Zorial
controls bermudagrass seedlings, we did
not use the herbicide in the tests. Thus, we
ran into severe crabgrass problems which
we attempted to reduce by mowing at
intervals. The most successful competitor
with crabgrass was Russell, a new sprig-
planted variety from Alabama, which
establishes much faster than Coastal.
Coastal stands were dominated by
crabgrass and were poor at the end of the
first year. Of the seeded varieties,
Cheyenne appeared to have a slight edge
over the others in competing with the
crabgrass. The difficulties of establishing
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Guy Rawls, Northwest Georgia Branch Station, Calhoun in plots of seed-planted bermudagrasses with

Sfour weeks growth.

these seeded varieties in the presence of
crabgrass is illustrated by the test at the
Central Georgia Station where the weak
stands at the end of the establishment year
resulted in stand loss over the winter of all
the seed planted varieties. Crabgrass
problems were less severe at Athens and
Calhoun, allowing good establishment.

Forage yields

Forage yields were low on all varieties
at Athens and Calhoun the establishment
year, a result of crabgrass competition.
During the second year, Russell and
Cheyenne were the two highest yielding
varieties at both Athens and Calhoun with
7.5 to over 8 tons/acre of hay. The other
seed-planted varieties were somewhat
lower. Coastal was the lowest yielding, a
result of slow establishment the previous
year. Yields at the Central Georgia Station
were much lower, a result of deer
encroachment on the plot area. At this
location, Russell yielded 3 tons/acre and
Coastal 2 tons/acre in 1995. The rapid
establishment and high yields of Russell,
a sprig-planted variety, make this an
attractive option for hay production. Data
from Alabama indicate that nutritive
quality is similar to Coastal.

Forage yield of bermudagrass varieties
at Athens and Calhoun, GA

Calhoun Athens

Variety 1994 1995 1994 1995

--------- tons/acre ----==----
Russell 086 854 1.29 7.42
Cheyenne* 1.15 838 1.09 747
Tierra Verde®  0.83 8.01 0.71 6.21
KFCD 194* 084 752 (083 6.19
Giant* .03 748 089 4.13
Coastal - 6.93 -- 4.67

* Planted from seed

Present status of these varieties

The results of one year indicate that
Cheyenne, planted from seed, can equal
the yield of a sprig-planted variety such as
Russell. If this level of production can be
sustained in subsequent years, then a
seed-planted variety such as Cheyenne
might be an attractive option. Stands came
through the winter in excellent condition
even at Calhoun in northwest Georgia.
Disease susceptibility is of concern since
some leaf spot was noted on the seed-
planted varieties but not on Russell or
Coastal during the summer. We do not yet
have forage quality data on these varieties
but will have them later. Even if seed-




planted varieties continue to perform well
in comparison to sprig-planted varieties,
producers  must  recognize  that
establishment is a problem since no
herbicide can be used to control
crabgrass. Careful mowing or grazing

GA-FL

Charolais Breeders

will have to be done to keep down
competition from crabgrass if the seed-
planted bermudagrass is to succeed.
Russell appears to be an excellent sprig-
planted bermudagrass that establishes
fast and yields well. No
recommendations can be made on the

Contact any of the breeders listed to add the
Charolais advantage to your program.

basis of such limited data but further
information will be provided as we
continue the tests.

Planting suggestions

Some cattle producers may wish to
plant an area of seed-planted

Performance Evaluated Charolais Cattle
Registered Cattle Since 1975

Rt. #3 Box 102
Donalsonville, GA 31745

Joe & Linda Garcia
(912) 524-2680

Powder Creek Charolais Farm

Purebred Polled Charolais
Breeding High Quality Cattle
Certified & Accredited Herd
J.B. & Katherine Smith
1945 Poplar Springs Road « Hiram, GA 30141

Phone (770) 943-5249

bermudagrass. If so, the area to be seeded

should be clean tilled and free of common
bermudagrass. Fertilizer and lime should
be applied according to soil test results. A
cultipack seeder is ideal for planting
bermudagrass. If only a cultipacker is
available, then firm the ground, broadcast
the area, and cultipack again to provide a
firm seedbed. Since bermudagrass seed

“Quality is our Key”

CAREY FARMS

Cattle for sale at all times
Bulls = Heifers « Cows ¢ Embryos
Tap CAREY ScotT & PatTi CAREY
706/342-0560 2920 Apalachee Rd
Madison, Ga 30650
706/342-9812

For Top Performance
G][A GLORY LAND
CHAROLAIS

JIM & FRANKIE SHANNON
P.O. BOX 311
JEFFERSONVILLE, GA 31044
PHONE 912/945-3997
18 mi. S.E. of Macon on 1-16, Exit 7

are very small, seed are coated with lime

to make it about 30% heavier. About 10
Ib/acre of the coated seed should be
adequate. Planting should be done in
April in southern Georgia and late April
or May in the northern areas of the state.
Be prepared for crabgrass and expect to
mow or graze throughout the summer to

Directions: 1-75 To Exit 11,
Right Onto Roundtree Br. Rd.,
4 Mi. Ta Farm Sign On Right

LITTLE RIVER CHAROLAIS

Marshall & Mary Beth Bennett
Route 2 Box 420
Adel, Georgia 31620
Phone: (H) 912-549-6038
(O) 912-896-4517

Easy Calving. Smooth Polled
Charolais With An Emphasis
On Milking Ability

Buck & Jean Bennett
Route 2 Box 422

Adel, Georgia 31620
Phone: (912) 549-8654

FRED B. COLLINS & SON

Polled Charolais Cattle
Perlormance Tested Herd Bulls
RCC TRANSFORMER H 844 Polled

CCF POLL TRANSITION 136
CCF POLL DIMITRUS 514

CCF POLL SILVER RING 601

X CCF POLL APOSTLE 66 R
Fred Collins Ted Collins

912/762-4653 Whigham, GA 31797 912/762-4259

reduce competition.

SENEPOL « RED ANGUS « RED SENEGUS

AUTUMN ACRES

Home of Performance Tested
Polled Charolais

Bob & Arlene Duncan
P.O. Box 5907

Tallahassee, FL 32314
904/877-7154 (office)
904/442-9220 (home)

Farm located
1 mile west of
Greensboro, FL
on Hwy. 270

Registered, Polled, Top Quality Cattle

Lightning Rod Charolais

Randy & Linda Griffith
770/583-3677

6251 Smokey Rd.
Newnan, GA 30263

LONESOME PINE FARM INC.

Tor PERFORMANCE TESTED HIERD BuLLS

LPF MAC 163 Poll « LPF MAC 222 Poll
LPF ANDRE 233 Poll « AAR UNLIMITED C68 Poll

O.T. SPRADLEY 912/645-3475 (Office)
NEIL SPRADLEY 912/645-3528 (Nights)
Rt. 1, Box 16 « Pinehurst, GA 31070
2 '/ Miles East of Exit #38 1-75

RANGH

Polied Charokais

High-Quality
Boone Road, Hoschton, Georgia 30548

Ann & A.D. Hayes
(706) 654-3896

Scout Blanton, Mgr.
(706) 654-3024

&
ANDIAMO FARM
(904)873-0059 Home (904) 873-2487 FAX
COLMORE FARMS
Fullbloods, Purebreds, Percentage
Jo. C. G. Colmore
Rising Fawn, GA 30738 g-
(706) 398-0576
Member Western Beef Alliance
Performance Tested Bulls
Fullbloods, Purebreds, Commercial
“SALERS” means “MEAT & MILK”
Roy Schmidt - Owner Office 404-659-8313
Mark/Kathy Bolt-Manager Farm 706-549-5640

2275 N.W 100th Avenue * Ocala, Florida 34482
Salers
Rt #2, Box 402
GREEN ACRES FARMS
NATURAL GENETICS - VALUE BASED MARKETING
If I don’t have i, I'll find it for vou.
Snellville, GA
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