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My Experiences and thoughts on Sire Selection and 
Genetic Improvement in the Southeast 

AArree  ccoowwss  aarree  ttoooo  bbiigg!!
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•! The US dairy industry has an 

extremely high calving interval 

compared to many of it’s 

international competitors.!

•! Conventional dairies can 

overcome this by higher 

production per cow. As Grazers 

we may not have this luxury.!

AAtt  aann  iinndduussttrryy  lleevveell  wwee  hhaavvee  sseerriioouuss  ffeerrttiilliittyy  cchhaalllleennggeess!! Longevity and Production!

•! Cows in their 5th Lactation 

will produce 30% than 

their herdmates in their 

first lactation!

•! Multiplying effect on 

profitability as less 

resources need to be 

devoted to raising 

replacement!
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